
Music executives promised more money, more fame and more awards. After five years as a solo 

recording artiste, producers were beginning to take notice of Jermaine Edward’s massive musical 

talent. They saw a bright future ahead of him and painted a picture of glitz and glamour. He only had 

to do one thing; stop singing about Jesus. 

Faced with the choice of giving up gospel for secular music, Jermaine took some time to examine 

God’s thumbprints on his life. The offer was tempting, but he was certain that more than anything 

else, he wanted to honor God. His decision to commit his talents to spreading the gospel, inspired 

the song ‘Make You Smile’, which would go on to win Song of the Year at the 2010 Caribbean 

Gospel Marlin Awards. 

Born in St. Andrew, Jamaica on July 22, 1980, to Bishop Rowan Edwards and Pastor Janet 

Edwards, Jermaine grew up surrounded by Christian teachings. His ear for harmony was apparent 

from an early age, so Bishop Edwards put his reluctant son in charge of music at his church. Before 

he was ten years old, Jermaine was playing the keyboard at Sunday services and crusades where 

his father preached. He was later ordained Minister of Music at Light House Assembly. Inspired by 

his praise and worship sessions, the congregation encouraged his progress as a musician. 

Like his brother and sister, he was very involved in his parent’s ministry but admits that for many 

years going to church felt more like keeping an appointment than an act of true fellowship with the 

Divine. As a teen, his Christian allegiance was born out of compliance rather than conviction. He 

hungered for intimacy with God and began a journey for a deeper relationship. 

His stewardship of his church’s music ministry confirmed his musical gifts and he began to seriously 

explore possibilities in the music industry. In 1997, he recorded an album as a member of the gospel 

group Living Lights. Jermaine says his study of a young David and King Saul was instrumental to 

him embracing the call on his life. When he reflected on how melodies from David’s harp chased 

away the evil spirits that tormented King Saul, he became convinced of the power of music and 

resolved to use his talents to bless others. 

His first album ‘ISLAND WORSHIP: A Jamaican Experience’, was a collection of traditional worship 

songs; well received by local audiences. This 2004 album was followed by ‘ISLAND WORSHIP 2: A 

Closer Walk in 2006’. Tracks on this second album were inspired by his quest to draw closer to God. 

‘DESTINY’, his reflective sophomore album released in 2009, won five awards at the 2010 
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Caribbean Gospel Marlin Awards: Song of the Year for ‘Make You Smile’, Album of the Year, 

Reggae Vocal Performance of the Year, Engineered Recording of the Year and Producer of the 

Year. 

Often described as a Reggae Gospel Artiste, Jermaine pays homage to Jamaica’s strong musical 

heritage but is not constrained by it. Energetic or soothing, his style is influenced by a variety of 

musical genres. He enjoys spending time in the studio testing new creative concepts, and 

developing new sounds. He also works continuously to expand his competence in front of and 

behind the microphone. Today, Jermaine voices, mixes and produces all his songs under his label 

ISLAND WORSHIP PRODUCTIONS. 

Always trendy and relevant, Jermaine works hard to ensure that he and his music are accessible. 

Fully aware of the challenges we all face on our walk through life, he is determined to dismantle the 

self-righteous wall of religion that distances some ministers from the people they are trying to reach. 

He is unpretentious and says that his years without a personal relationship with God, helps him 

bridge the gap between those who have found God and those who are still searching. He wants his 

audience to know that they are not alone in their struggle and desires to reinforce them by sharing 

his own efforts to grow in Christ. 

Keeping it real is a central theme in his ministry, especially when reaching out to youths. Jermaine 

explains that today’s society and technology creates so many opportunities for sin, the battle for 

righteousness is particularly difficult.  He feels a sense of responsibility to strengthen young people 

for the fight. Jermaine has served as Youth President at Light House Assembly since 2007. He 

believes that because the youth will determine the future, it is important to plant positive seeds in 

their hearts and point them towards salvation through Christ in order to counter Satan’s efforts to 

steal the abundant life that God has in store for them. Jermaine has plans to visit schools on a truck 

fitted with a sound system to conduct devotions and win souls for Jesus. 

Jermaine is the first and only gospel artiste to sign as a brand ambassador for the Caribbean 

region’s leading telecommunications provider – Digicel. He has also had the opportunity to perform 

with gospel greats like Kirk Franklin, Donnie McClurkin, Travis Greene, Israel Houghton, JJ Hairston 

and the Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir. That he is now a local and international celebrity is a reality he 

struggles to grasp. He is grateful for every moment but never loses sight of God’s power to give and 

to take away. 

While these days he spends much of the year on the road, when he’s home he looks forward to 

simply watching television with his girls. Jermaine took on the responsibility of a family at an early 

age; marrying his high school sweetheart, Tracylyn when he was nineteen years old. Together, the 

couple has two daughters; Halil and Tehillah. His family is his greatest achievement. 

Jermaine confesses that he still cries at his launches and sits in awe of the luxury often extended to 

him by his hosts. He accepts that his music is making a positive impact but takes no credit for it. 

Instead, he gives thanks to God for his talents and is committed to honing them for greater 

excellence. Excellence is what was evident for his fifth album that was released December 2014. His 

fifth highly musically thought out album titled ‘Don’t Count Me Out’ produced by him and mastered by 

Kirk Franklin engineer – Herb Powers. In 2016 he produced Jamaica’s first compilation gospel album 



entitled ‘Dominion’ featuring Rondell 

Positive, IWorshipp, Saxophonist Verlando Small, Christina Roshay, Kevin Heath, Wray Soulz and 

the gospel stalwart himself Jermaine Edwards. This album features uplifting, inspiring and 

motivational music that refreshes and empower listeners anywhere. Jermaine commits to his talents 

to spreading the gospel and works relentlessly as he focus on his mission and vision his music to 

gain traction both gospel and secular. 
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